ARNOLD   BENNETT

A RNOLD BENNETT was die best, the kindest, the most
/Xgenerous, and the greatest man with whom I have ever
come into close contact. He had great sagacity, great sim-
plicity, a good deal of most lovable vanity; and he was
astoundingly modest. The better one knew him the more one
loved him, and the more impressive his quality as a man
became.
All his friends will agree with me as to his character, even
if they deny greatness to his literary work. And all will agree
that to a powerful personality, in which resoluteness, integrity,
and a love of plain speaking had their obvious place, he united
a charm at once mischievous and benign which many of his
readers must have missed.
Strangers often formed very different opinions from these.
They were sometimes a little frightened by his reputation.
They misconstrued his abruptness of manner. They found
him assertive and inflexible. And they believed the legend
that he was a man who had mapped out his life with the sole
object of amassing money. Many of them resented his
success. But I do not know anybody who was indifferent to
him.
Let me try to give some notion of what Arnold Bennett
looked like. He was stoutly built and about five feet ten
inches in height. He held himself very erect and his shoulders
very rigid, so that his body had no natural swing as he walked,
but rather swayed stiffly from side to side. He always walked
slowly and with great seriousness.
"5